Two Joining Kennedy Center Event
By Kathaleen Roberts / Journal Staff Writer on Tue, May 1, 2012

Two Santa Fe youths are headed to the Kennedy Center tonight to explore “What’s
Going On Now” in a contemporary response to Marvin Gaye’s seminal album.
Ryan Lawless, 23, of Santa Fe Community College, and Ari Rappaport, 16, of the
Masters Program Charter School, are bringing their radio stories and audio slide
shows to Washington, D.C., today through Friday. More than 100 Santa Fe area
students took part in the program at Warehouse 21 that gave rise to the pair’s projects.
Their presentations will center on the problems covered in Gaye’s searing
masterpiece –– including social responsibility, the environment, poverty, addiction and
veterans’ issues.
The pair were chosen by Santa Fe Youth Media Project, which was one of 10
programs to be sponsored for the trip east as part of the national “What’s Going On
Now” campaign.
“It’s not on Marvin Gaye,” YMP Executive Director Judy Goldberg said. “Marvin Gaye is
the impetus of the discussion of what’s going on now seen through the youth of the
country.”
The soulful singer was an obvious draw for Lawless because he grew up listening to
his mother’s Motown records. He centered his six-minute piece on the family issues
contained in Gaye’s classic hit.
“Like, ‘Mother, mother/There’s too many of you crying/ Brother, brother, brother /
There’s far too many of you dying’,” Lawless said.
“I see that happening in a lot of families still,” he said. “I think he was talking about how
love, peace and unity can bring a family together.”
The radio piece opens with him driving the car, he said.
“Then I turn on the radio and diverge into this thing about my family,” he said. “It seems
like I’m stressed out –– tensions are high –– but then I relax at the end.”
“I’ll be performing my piece vocally,” he said. “It’s like any other public speaking

opportunity –– people get nervous. I’m just going to present it and be happy.”
Lawless, who is studying business administration, hopes to open his own skateboard
shop in a few years. Music will be a central theme of the business.
“It’s not just a skateboard shop,” he explained. “It encompasses everything –– videos
and artists.”
The project will mark his first visit to Washington, D.C.
“I still get confused about which one I’m going to –– Washington, D.C., with the White
House –– and the state,” he said, laughing.
The Journal was unable to reach Rappaport to talk about his project.
The Kennedy Center is leading a national conversation around the issues Gaye
explored on his 1971 album. For the past two months, YMP has worked with teachers
and students from Capital High School, Youthworks and United World College, as well
as students from Santa Fe area schools. The nonprofit teaches the craft of digital
storytelling and the art of listening, Goldberg said.
Funding for 2011-12 is from the New Mexico Community Foundation, the McCune
Charitable Foundation, New Mexico Arts, Oppenheimer Brothers Foundation, Peace
Development Fund, Santa Fe Community Foundation and more.
The project will be broadcast by KUNM-FM (89.9) at 8 a.m. Friday.

